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our purpose statement is—an environmental and 
educational not-for-profit organisation committed 
to showcasing best sustainable solutions.

our environmental goal is—aimed at restoring 
natural capital in our environment:

—A rural recreational and training facility that 
demonstrates innovation and best practice in 
regenerative land-use, renewable energies and 
resources, and the local production of food.

our learning goal is—aimed at developing 
human capital in our people is:

—A program of activities that inspires and 
enables the acquisition of the knowledge and 
skills needed to develop sustainable lifestyles.

our soCial Capital is—aimed at improving 
social capital in our community is:

—A cooperative enterprise that is owned by the 
community, managed by the community, for the 
community and expresses the community’s spirit.

our FinanCial goal is—aimed at building financial 
capital and financial security in our community:

—A range of integrated enterprises that 
provides local employment, stimulates the 
growth of the regional economy and provides 
income to support our operations.

—Care for the Earth, its life forms and ecological 
processes, as stewards for future generations

—Care for People, through respect and the provision 
of opportunity for everyone to reach their potential.

—A Fair Share of the Earth’s renewable and 
non-renewable resources for all members 
of current and future populations.

our values are— 

—We foster a culture of respect for the  
 environment and community

—We work with honesty and integrity in our interactions

—We are committed to modelling  
 best environmental practices

—We approach every challenge with  
 enthusiasm and humour

—We are innovative and relevant in  
 our thinking and practices

—We work together, everyone gets heard  
 and we do what we say we’ll do

—We strive for cultural and social inclusiveness

About 
YArrA 
vAlleY 
ecoss

Yarra Valley ECOSS acknowledges the Wurundjeri 
people as the traditional custodians of this land.  

We pay respects to elders past, present and emerging. 

We are committed to actively seeking ways in which 
to create a safe, inclusive hub, striving together 
for a thriving future for our Indigenous families.

We support the Yarra Ranges Council  
Climate Emergency Declaration

With Sustainability at the CORE of everything 
we do on site.

Yarra Valley ECOSS is an inclusive workplace, we 
invite all genders and nationalities to come together 

and work for a better future for this planet.
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executive oFFicer’s report 
With more staff on board, personally I have felt 
lifted in my capabilities to keep searching for 
ongoing funding and connecting us with many 
other like-minded groups and businesses. 

I have worked closely with Kylie Barnes in her role 
as School Program Officer, and with Leanne as 
Events Coordinator, also with Melanie as Disabilities 
Program Officer to further develop our inclusive 
programs and events throughout the year.

I was fortunate enough to receive sponsorship to 
attend Artlands Conference, which I found particularly 
inspiring when we visited Lot 36, and The Mill.  
These 2 venues have similarities to ECOSS, and it 
was a great opportunity to investigate their running 
models, and meet the owners of the businesses.

We attended the Yarra Ranges Council Partnership 
evening at Tarrawarra Museum of Art, connecting 
with other Council partners, particularly in the 
Arts.  We have strengthened our partnership with 
YRC and are working with many departments.  
The installation of our new Solar System funded 
by Powershop and FRRR supported by YRC 
was a very welcome installation this year.

We received an Australian Government Indigenous 
Language Grant, in which we worked closely 
with Healesville Indigenous Community Services 
(HICSA).  Together we undertook a Cultural Audit of 
ECOSS’s policies and procedures.  This was a huge 
project and we still need to implement some of the 
recommendations. This has further solidified our 
relationships with the local indigenous community 
mainly working with Aunty Kim Wandin on further 
projects, including the fantastic Ngulu Festival. 

Through regularly attending HICSA Community 
Lunches we have also connected with Cathy Austin; 
Aboriginal Community Development Broker

Community Programs, and we are hoping to 
work more closely with her in the future.

We hosted some adults from the ATEP 
Prep for Work Program, and mentored 
many students on work experience. 

We connected with Anchor who will send 
youth volunteers to our events to upskill and 
involve them in community activities.

We helped develop the youth activist group Kick Ass 
Climate Activists, and hosted their meetings every 
Tuesday after school. They developed a climate change 
Art Exhibition for the Sun Festival, and we assisted 
them with providing mentors for speaking gigs such 
as opening the Climate Roadshow and attending the 
Yarra Ranges Council meeting where the decision 
was made to Declare a state of Climate Emergency.

We undertook a series of comprehensive Strategic 
Planning sessions facilitated by Peter Longbon.  
This was instrumental in getting us all on the 
same page for our next 4 years of operation.  We 
were very grateful for his professionalism and 
generosity in facilitating this process.

We keep submitting grant applications with Ecological 
and Social Sustainability at the forefront of every 
project.  We are very happy to have been successful 
in receiving grants to install Solar on the roof of the 
house, upgrade our Biofiltration System treating our 
run off water, making better pathways for wheelchair 
accessibility to assist gardening for all abilities.

We were very fortunate to be accepted by 
FRRR Fundraising Page.  This means that 
people can now donate to ECOSS via FRRR 
fundraising page and it is Tax Deductible.
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Kick Ass Climaate Activists

Chair Bodging with Tom

training and upskilling:
Child Safety:

We attended a series of Child Safe workshops 
and then delivered Child Wise training for all our 
staff and volunteers.  We have worked hard to 
develop best practice policies in Child Safety and 
protection.  We feel very proud of the strength of 
the policies and procedures we have in place.

Cultural Diversity:

We have further developed our Cultural Diversity 
Policies, and were able to offer the HICSA (Healesville 
Indigenous Community Services) Cultural Audit training 
to any staff and volunteers that chose to attend.

Volunteers and the Law:

Melanie Daymond and Andrew Olive attended 
Volunteers and the Law training and have reported 
back some findings for ECOSS COM to respond 
to.  We are committed to providing the safest and 
most enjoyable experience for our volunteers.

co-locators and partners 2018-2019:
Co-locators:

Silvertine Bio- Dynamic Farm

Community Pottery Studio Yarra Valley

Tiny Houses 2 Go

Beans and Bananas Food Co-op

Tonantzin Sweat Lodges and Cacao Ceremonies

Natural Building Workshops- Chair Bodging

Yarra Valley Bee Group

Warburton Environment

Upper Yarra Landcare

Landcare

ReLab

Kofi Kunkpe Music

Wesley United

Interchange Outer East- several groups weekly

Kick Ass Climate Activiists

partners:
Yarra Ranges Council

Cire Services

FRRR

Bens Shed

PEACE Farm

In the next twelve months we hope to continue 
our expansion. We already have confirmation 
of some exciting new projects which are in the 
pipeline. We are also hoping to expand the 
number of co-locators on site and there are plans 
to develop an income producing enterprise. 

Our next annual report will reveal all the details!

CHELSEA MCNAB 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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As a young farmer, I was taught by older farmers 
that we were only temporary custodians of the 
land that we were looking after and that it was our 
challenge to hand the farm to our children in a better 
state than we inherited it.   Today, the question 
remains: what are we doing to achieve this ideal?

On November 2019, the New Zealand parliament 
reached agreement on climate change policy and 
passed legislation (with bipartisan support) that will 
hopefully reduce carbon emission to zero by 2050. Two 
months before, Yarra Ranges Mayor Tony Stevenson 
had stated:      “Council has long accepted the 
scientific evidence for climate change driven by human 
activity”.    The Shire joined a large number of councils 
around Australia in formally recognising a climate 
emergency.  In our August meeting, the ECOSS Board 
also passed a motion recognising this emergency.

Speaking in the parliament, the Prime 
Minister, Jacinda Ardern said:

“I’m proud of the fact ... we’re no longer having 
the debate over whether or not (climate change) is 
the case, we’re debating what to do about it.” Ms 
Ardern called it “this generation’s Nuclear Moment” 
in reference to the 1987 bill that made New Zealand 
free from nuclear and biological weapons.

This declaration means that it is no longer business-
as-usual and that urgent action is required from 
individuals, organisations such as ECOSS, the Shire 
and all levels of community and government. The 
first thing to do is to move away from fossil fuels and 
embrace renewable forms of energy. While the Yarra 
Ranges Council is taking steps to reduce its carbon 
footprint by installing solar panels on Council buildings, 
planting trees, upgrading lighting and supporting 
community-based renewable energy groups, Ecoss has 
also been busy. With the generous help of Powercorp, 
we have been able to install solar panels on the roof 
of the house that will reduce our electricity bills and 
emissions.  We are talking with the Council about 
using the site for a future solar farm. Our building 
workshops have demonstrated that it is possible to 
build energy-efficient housing out of natural materials.    

It is now becoming accepted that energy conservation 
and renewables alone will not get the job of sequestering 
carbon done. Since our beginning, Ecoss has had the 
ideal of demonstrating sustainable living solutions. I 
think that we now need to replace “sustainable” with 
“regenerative”, so that we are doing things that will have 
a regenerative effect to counter change in climate.

At a time when the totality of the world’s food system 
is estimated to be contributing over 40% of carbon 
to the atmosphere, it is time to look at alternative 
forms of agriculture that are using green solar panels 
(plants) to draw down carbon into the soil.   We are 
working with Permaculture Yarra Valley to design a 

president’s  
report

food forest so we can demonstrate ways to reforest 
bare land in a productive way. We are host to the 
Silvertyne Farm, a small market garden that is 
using the biodynamic method to grow vegetables 
for market and to demonstrate that this farming 
technique can rebuild soil health and diversity. It is 
our hope that both of these projects will be a start 
in demonstrating alternative land use that is able to 
draw down carbon into our soils and forests using 
new methods of regenerative farming, reforestation 
and land restoration as well as doing no harm.   

Maybe it is a small start but Ecoss is focussed upon 
this vision of offering regenerative solutions so that the 
next generation has a better chance of not inheriting 
our mistakes. The above is just a fraction of what has 
been achieved during the last year and you can read 
the whole picture in the rest of this annual report. 

I would like to thank everyone – the Ecoss Board 
(Bernie, Kellie, Tom, Karina, Josh, Joe, Ric, Phoebe 
and Sam), Julian Guess (the ex-officio YRC Rep) for 
his very professional support, sponsors, partners, 
volunteers and especially our staff: Chelsea McNab, 
Kylie Barnes, Leanne Arvantakis-Hall, Andrew Olive and 
Mel Daymond for their work and for sharing our vision.

IAN CUMINg  
President
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coMMittee oF MAnAGeMent

Left to right above:

Cr Jim Child  YRC representative

Karina Doughty Warburton Environment Representative

President  Ian Cuming

Bernie Lobert  Treasurer/ Chair Admin Sub Committee

Joe Butler  Secretary, Admin Sub Committee and  
   Chair Community   
   Engagement Sub Committee

Ric Butler  Site Sub Committee

Kellie gee  Vice President / Upper   
   Yarra Landcare Representative

Joshua Tucker  Site Sub-committee and   
   Silvertyne Market garden Representative

Tom Neil  Natural Building Centre  
   Representative and Site Sub Committee 

Julian guess  Yarra Ranges    
   Council ex-officio representative 

Phoebe Lines  Events sub-committee

Sam Watson  Events sub-committee
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Staff Members 
Chelsea McNab:  
Executive Officer  

Casual Staff 
Kylie Barnes:  
Earth Educator 

Leanne Arvanitakis-Hall:  
Events Co-ordinator 

Andrew Olive:  
Youth Program Officer 
Hands on Learning Facilitator 
Grounds Maintenance

Melanie Daymond:  
All Abilities Program Facilitator 

Zarah McIntyre & Tyra Stewart 
Cleaning

supporters and consultants 
Catherine Aulich of Upper Yarra Valley Bookkeeping 
Accountant

Karina Doughty:  
Support Worker: All Abilities Program and 
Environmental Educator: Earth Education Program

Upper Yarra Community Enterprise Limited 

Cire Services 

stAFF & volunteers

Chelsea McNab, Dakini Maddock, Leanne Arvanitakis-Hall and Ruby Jane Stormer

Kylie Barnes

Melanie Daymond

Judd Zekas of Yarra Valley Hosting 
Tech Support

Peter Longbon 
Business Consultant

Graeme George of Yarra Valley Permaculture 

Cultural Inclusivity Advice:

HICSA (Healesville Indigenous Services Association) 
Aunty Kim Wandin - Wurundjeri Elder 
Michelle Atwell - Wayapa Wuurrk

Aladdin Jones 
Men’s Health Worker
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Andrew Olive

volunteers 
Our Volunteers are the backbone of ECOSS and 
we are deeply grateful to all those who have given 
generously of their time and skills throughout 
2018/19. Including all of our Ecotopia, Fashion 
Parade, Ngulu Festival, Bush Dance, Earth Kids 
Play Day and Spring Festival Volunteers. 

Our particular gratitude to our very reliable volunteers: 
Rod Neason for bottle walling, pizza oven and 
facilitating school groups, Leon for grounds work, 
Derry Talvainn of Artema Design for all the graphic 
design, Simon Oats for MC extraordinaire, Peter 
Lorback for Bush Tucker Chef and PA loan, Kofi 
Kunkpe for generous drumming performances, 
Fernando and Antonia of Tonantzin Chocolate for 
all the on-going support and willingness to help out 
with whatever is needed and Akira Giddings-Hall for 
events extraordinaire,  Kimberly Rae for phenomenal 
building and maintenance, Megan Holden for bringing 
interchange Outer East every week to volunteer, Mary-
Ellen Wallace-Smith for all the work in the community 
garden, Melanie Allen for Valley’s Got Talent, Ruby 
Jane Stormer for her work in the Plant Nursery, Sean 
Marler for always being there to help clean up! 

We would like to acknowledge the amount of volunteer 
time that committee members put into the running of 
ECOSS, for instance Joe and Ric Butler attend most 
ECOSS events, are regularly onsite and do a lot of the 
work in the background on sub committees. Another 
example is Bernie Lobert, who every month puts in 
hours of voluntary work preparing our finances.

special thanks 
Karen Meulemann Festivals Support, 
Yarra Ranges Council,  

Little Yarra Steiner School for advertising support, 

Brad Charman-Yarra Valley Signs for 
incredible generosity in signage support,  

Santha Press for grant and multicultural support,  

Yarra Junction Opp Shop for grant 
support of our projects,  

Ben’s Shed and Upper Yarra Museum 
for Ecotopia support,  

Mountain Views Mail particularly Kath 
Gannaway who has now retired 

3VYV FM particularly Loretta  

Yarra Ranges Life TV, Patrick and Mitch 

Renee Nowad- for Artistic intelligence and inspiration,  

Julian Guess YRC- for generous support. 

Healeville Indigenous Community Services Association- 
for community lunches and creating opportunities 
to connect with our Indigenous community. 

Aunty Kim Wandin for advice and care 

Catherine Aulich

Derry Talvainn

Rod Neason

Zarah McIntyre & Tara Stewart

Michelle Atwell for Wayapa Wuurrk 
and cultural inclusivity advice 
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Staff and Committee 
Our Executive Officer, Chelsea McNab, continues to 
create a vibrant environment at ECOSS. She encourages 
participation at all levels and is constantly developing 
new directions. The Schools Program has continued 
and the Disabilities program has now blossomed. At the 
start of 2019 the part-time position of Schools Program 
Coordinator was enabled through a one-off FRRR grant. 
Kylie Barnes has filled the role with enthusiasm and 
professionalism. We also have Andrew Olive 2 days 

ecoss coMMunitY

a week working with the school groups and doing a 
few hours of maintenance.  As always it is a financial 
battle to keep all programs running at ECOSS.

volunteers 
We continue to be blessed with a small, reliable and 
focussed group of volunteers. Their contribution is 
critical to the management of the site and includes 
tasks such as mowing, whipper-snippering, building, 
gardening, assisting with job projects, office and 
computer work and assisting at events. We held our 
first Volunteer Day this year to acknowledge the work 
our volunteers do. We are particularly grateful for the 
contributions of Derry Talvainn and Rod Neeson.

events, participating organisations 
and co-locating groups
It has been a busy and varied year with numerous 
ECOSS and community events on site and in the 
Coop. As always our big community festival, Ecotopia, 
was held in Yarra Junction, once again with a big 
and enthusiastic crowd but many smaller events 
have been held at the ECOSS site. The 2018 Spring 
Festival was a great success with approximately 
2,000 people attending. We are fortunate to have the 
dynamic ‘events team’ of Chelsea McNab and Leanne 
Arvanitakis-Hall. We also held our first indigenous 
festival called the Ngulu Festival. It was planned and 
managed by Leanne in collaboration with the local 
indigenous community and was also a celebration 

The weekly average of participants in programs at ECOSS has now increased to between 80 and 
100 people. This is before one-off visits from schools, monthly meetings of organisations like the 
Yarra Valley Bee Group, workshops run by Landcare and other organisations ….. and so on. It has 
been very satisfying to hear many people commenting on how welcoming ECOSS now feels.

Our new car park

Joe Butler
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of the new ECOSS signage in the local, indigenous 
Woiwurrung language. The festival was enthusiastically 
received and we hope to make it an annual event.

An ECOSS Bush Dance was held in October and 
the Warburton Makers Group held their first fair on 
the site in October. The local Permaculture Yarra 
Valley group ran a Diploma in Permaculture Design 
at ECOSS over 6 months. One outcome of the 
course was a series of detailed designs for a large 
Food Forest and Bush Food area at ECOSS. This 
is being taken to the next stage in collaboration 
with the students and will hopefully eventuate in a 
fully realised Food Forest/Bush Food project.

The Community Pottery Studio has expanded 
its program and is running well-attended school 
holiday programs for children. Its weekly 
classes are also filling up and money is being 
raised to upgrade the kiln and the studio.

Other enterprises which have been located at ECOSS 
this year include Silvertine Biodynamic Market 
Garden, Tinyhouse2go, Re-Lab, Silvertop Joinery, 
various music classes, and a small micro-nursery 
business. The Yarra Valley Bee Group continues 
to meet at ECOSS as does Yarra Valley Landcare 
and the Beans and Bananas Food Cooperative.

All Abilities group

Dancing at Ecotopia

Kim building a shed in our vegetable garden

In the last 12 months several community projects 
and workshops have been initiated. Under the expert 
guidance of Graeme George a large section of the 
Community Vegetable Garden has been re-designed 
along permaculture principles. Graeme also ran 
a free pruning workshop on site. There have also 
been wheelchair accessible raised garden beds 
built in the community garden. Solid pathways in 
the garden are planned for the next 12 months due 
to generous sponsorships by the Yarra Junction 
Opp Shop which also enabled us to complete 
our ‘recycled materials’ children’s playground.

In summary there is a palpable sense of increasing 
community engagement at ECOSS. However, we are 
conscious of working towards even greater numbers 
of people coming through the gate and a big part of 
this centres on developing appropriate programs, 
continually reviewing policies and, inevitably, trying to 
raise suitable funds to allow us to achieve our goals.

Joe Butler
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chelsea & leanne: Festivals & events 

ecotopiA
We started the day with a Welcome to Country with 
Aunty Kim Wandin followed by Djirri Djirri dance troupe.

We launched the new Valley’s got Talent 
(thanks to Mel Allen for organising) which was 
a big hit with the birth of our new Theme song 
‘Ecotopiair’ to the tune of Lovers in The Air!

There were wonderful performers throughout 
the day with Ganga Giri performing and offering 
a kids Didgeridoo (Yidaki) Workshop

We were extremely lucky to have a wonderful 
program on The Village Green this year with A Tale 
of A Whale and The Dreaming Space performing.

Kofi Kunkpe and Yarra Valley Drummers 
got everybody up dancing!

We enjoyed wonderful performances from 
Sanacori and the The Vivid Sisters.

We had Approx 80 stalls with a beautiful healing 
Space down the back and The ‘Old Ways’ section with 
Leather Craft, Chair Bodging and Draft horses as some 
of the features in this section of the festival. Thank 
you to Aladdin Jones for organising the Old Ways.

FestivAls & events  
Programs: We have expanded our key programs and events at ECOSS again this year reaching 
more people both in the local community and beyond. We have been able to include more 
members of the community by reaching out to people living with disabilities, our First 
Nation people and multicultural members and groups within the community.

The festival was attended by over 3000 people, 
and our survey reported that the community ‘spirit’ 
was the most attractive feature of the day.

Vivid Sisters

The Whale’s Tale

Old Ways



 | Annual Report 2019  12

ngulu Festival and Woi Wurrung 
translation signs at ecoss 
In 2018 we were awarded an Australian Government 
Indigneous Languages Grant.  Identifying that Woi 
Wurrung language was on the Critically Endangered 
list, we embarked upon a long collaborative journey 
with Aunty Kim Wandin, to sign as many aspects at 
ECOSS as we could with Woi Wurrung Language. 

We created Ngulu (‘voice’ in woi wurrung) Festival 2019 
to Officially open our Woi Wurrung Translation Signs at 
ECOSS and honour Reconciliation week and Sorry Day. 

We worked closely with Healesville Indigenous 
Community Services Association (HICSA) who helped 
us to invite as many Indigenous Identifying community 
members as possible, from as many organisations as 
we could find in the Eastern Suburbs of Melbourne. 

The day was a huge success.  We had approximately 
80 indigenous tickets purchased, and many issued 
on the gate, with approx 200 community members 
in total. We started the day with a tour of our 
new signage, we were then gifted with a moving 
Welcome to Country with Aunty Kim Wandin. 

Michelle Atwell then facilitated a beautiful 
Wayapa Wuurrk session while Ganga Giri led 
a boys & mens Didgeridoo (Yidarki)  Workshop 
around the Reconciliation Fire Pit.

To finish off a beautiful day we had live music 
from Uncle Kutcha Edwards & Amos Roach.

There was native food BBQ that sold out! Tonanzin 
chocolate & coffee rider serving drinks.  We received 
lovely feedback from all the participants with a large 
number of Indigenous Community attending.
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Thank you to our sponsors:

Uncle Kutcha Edwards

Michelle Atwell, Chelsea McNab and Aunty 
Kim Wandin Woiwurrung Signs Tour

Amos Roach dancing
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children’s Week - earth Kids play day
Our Children’s Week event Earth Kids Play 
Day was held on Friday 26th Oct.

This event was fantastic! We had The Dreaming Space 
with Chris James AKA Jimmy Jay doing wonderful 
storytelling followed by The Funky Monkey family 
band under the beautiful tree on the lawn outside 
the cottage! There was Clay Play in The Community 
Pottery Studio and Woodfired Pizzas. It was chaos 
with kids everywhere but a lovely afternoon that 
attracted a great turn out of approx 80 children. 
Thank you to our Sponsors: CIRE Services and 

Eco – Market with delicious local, 
healthy food and drinks!

Yarra Valley Bee Group, Kids Clay play in the 
Community Pottery Studio, LGBTQI+ rainbow 
flag painting, apple peeling, kids meditation and 
sound healing and loads more activities.. 

This was an incredibly colourful and multicultural day, 
attended by approx 2000 community members.  We 
thank Yarra Ranges Council - Middle Years Funding for 
enabling the inaugural Great Ecological Race, thankyou 
Kylie Barnes for running the project with Warburton 
Primary School, and thankyou wonderful MC Will Tait.

We thank Yarra Ranges Council for our 
quick grant that supported this festival.

other events
The annual Rare and Heritage Fruit Tree Grafting 
Day and Scion Swap was held again in winter. About 
50 people attended and learnt the art of grafting, 
and preserving rare and heritage varieties of pears, 
apples and plums.  This is a low key event organised 
by Permaculture Yarra Valley, ECOSS and the Rare 
and Heritage Fruit Tree Network.  Catering was 
provided by Susanna Leubbers Catering for the day. 

ecoss spring Festival 2018 
Saturday September 22nd 10am-4pm was 
our Annual Spring Fest Extravaganza! 

This year’s abundant festivities included: 
Welcome to Country with Aunty Kim Wandin- 
(Wandoon), local Wurundjeri Elder.

‘The Great Ecological Race’- wheelbarrow race 
between Middle years kids and their parents, 
MC’d by the Fabulous and Fantastic Will Tait.  

Multicultural performances from Chin Community 
Dancers, Aztec Dance, Zaar Belly Dance, Tomi 
Muramatsu, Michael Arvanitakis with Cello loops, 
Tuvaluan Dancers, rapper Hunch, Nia with Santha 
Press, Black Bug City, MOOP Officers: Will Tait 
and Brendan Jones, Black Bug City,  Stage MC’d 
by the charismatic and talented Simon Oats.

In the Speakers Hall:

Tiny House talks and tours, Bio-dynamic Farm 
tour, Migrant Information Centre, Marine Mammal 
Association, Yarra Valley Bee Group Talks, 
Permaculture Yarra Valley ECOSS projects tour, 
and GRAND OPENING OF RELAB- (rehab for old 
items- up cycling and boutique craft centre!).  

Tuvalu Dancers at the Spring Fair

The Dreaming Space with Jimmy Jay

Moop Patrol - Brendan & Will



 | Annual Report 2019  14

ecoss organised events:
It’s been a very busy year for events at ECOSS.  With 
Leanne stepping further into hosting events our capacity 
has increased. Most of the following events were 
funded by various grants and organisations.  We are 
incredibly grateful for this support, enabling us to offer 
our events to the community either free or very low cost.   

The Rare and Heritage Fruit Tree Grafting Day

The Great Ecological Race 

Accessible School Holiday Program 
Developed by Melanie Daymond

Bush Dance

Children’s Week Activity-Nature Play Day

The Whales Tale- at Ecotopia, funded 
by YRC from DELWP grant 

Climate Emergency Meeting

Ecotopia Earth Festival

Ngulu Festival

ECOSS Spring Festival

Multicultural Morning Tea

School Holiday Clay Play

Bushfire Commemoration Project including 
Bushfire safe building workshops

ECOSS hosted and Supported many 
community group events: 
Upper Yarra Wildlife Rescue Art Auction

West African Performing Arts Immersion

Victorian Aboriginal Child Care 
Association Wellbeing Day

Community Meetings for information 
for Mountain Bike Hub

Warburton Makers Fair

International Women’s Day 
singing with Santha Press

West African Immersion Day 
- Photo Ryan Tews

International Women’s Day Singing with Santha Press

Healthy Mates Meetings

Stringmania Concert

ReLab workshops

Birthday Parties

Kofi Kunkpe Music lessons weekly

ECOSS Auspiced the Dr Annie Yoffa Project

Kick Ass Climate Activists

YOKE Dance

Traditional Chair Making Workshops

Tonantzin traditional sweat lodges 
and Cacao Ceremonies

The great Ecological Race
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KeY proGrAMs
The number of key programs at ECOSS have increased again this year reaching more 
people both in the local community and beyond. The variety of initiatives have 
attracted diverse audiences via events, workshops, schools projects and celebrations.

Education by Kylie Barnes
ECOSS was successful with a grant application 
to FRRR to secure my one year position as 
School Program Coordinator. My role this 
year is to develop a full operations manual for 
the running of our Education Program.

Throughout the year we have visited and 
researched the operations of the education 
programs at Collingwood Childrens farm, 
Edendale Farm, The Woori Yallock Farm School, 
Royal Botanical Gardens and CERES.

We have investigated the barriers to participation 
for schools and have highlighted that the main 
barriers for schools to participate at ECOSS are 
the cost of attendance; the transportation costs, 
and the over-busy nature of the school curriculum, 
limiting the ability of teachers to organise excursion 
programs.  We are planning on expanding our 
Education program further to include more Adult 
and broader community Educational opportunities. 

We host Cire Community School, Years 7 & 8 classes, 
one day per week.  Throughout term 1 and 2, we also 
hosted Upper Yarra Secondary College on a weekly 
basis.  This program we call Practical Earth Education, 
is very fulfilling, yet requires meticulous planning for 
multiple projects to be underway at once.  These 
students are mostly disengaged with mainstream 
education and many are struggling with multiple 
aspects of Trauma in their personal life.  We have 
adapted the program to the ever changing needs of 
the groups, maintaining flexibility and upholding our 

Child Safe Standards. Over the course of the year, 
we found that working with smaller group sizes was 
optimal, allowing students to participate in a greater 
diversity of projects and rotate on a weekly basis. 
This allowed students to learn a greater diversity of 
skills and maintain a higher level of engagement. 

Playground

Pizza Oven

Pizza Oven

Raised garden beds

The students who have attended Ecoss this year have 
worked and contributed towards many wonderful 
projects around the site. These include building 
demonstration strawbale and bottle walls in the Coop, 
mud brick making for a pizza oven, earth bag seats, 
recycled tyre and bottle seats, gardening and much 
more. The students have also built the much loved 
up-cycled playground and made many micro-bat 
habitat boxes and other various individual projects. 
Excitingly, a micro-bat was found nesting in one of 
the boxes. The students have also built the wonderful 
new bottle-room - a beautiful space for Ecoss.
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All Abilities report 
by Melanie Daymond
Thanks to some very exceptional and dedicated 
volunteers ECOSS has been a hive of activity this year.

Our volunteers have had major and vital input 
from working in the office, the polytunnels, 
community garden, grounds maintenance, 
retail shop, the Coop, frog bog to helping out 
with events and blackberry management.

Off site Micheal Morrison, Alexandra and 
Lisa have been tending to our ECOSS 
veggie boxes in Yarra Junction.

Thank you to Rod Neason who is now retired for his 
great work volunteering in the schools program.

Horticulture Well Being Program
This year Mondays has seen Wesley Uniting VT 
once again participating in the Horticulture and 
Wellbeing program during the school terms.

This year we made artworks out of rubbish for 
the sun festival, grew seedlings from seed in the 
poly tunnels, tended to the community garden and 
children’s playspace, and have cooked up some 
delicious food using produce from the garden. 

I’d like to thank Ruby-Jane for making the polytunnels 
usable and functional. The practical systems she 
has put in place and the horticultural knowledge 
Ruby-Jane has shared has added such a valuable 
experience for the participants of the program.

We were thrilled to attend the Eastern Alliance 
of Sustainable Learning Conference at Box Hill 
Institute where we hosted a workshop on sustainable 
house design, teaching teachers how to make mini 
model sustainable houses in a fun and educative 
workshop. It was also a great networking opportunity 
and a highly inspiring event to be a part of. 

At the beginning of the year we were working 
closely with Hands On Learning, adapting their 
model to an ‘off school site’.  It was a trial for both 
ECOSS and Hands On Learning, and we came to 
the mutual decision that the model wasn’t working 
outside of school grounds.  So we rebranded our 
Education Program and ended up using Practical 
Earth Education in our promotional material.

Schools we hosted throughout the year included 
Mt Scopus Memorial College, Mt Lilydale Mercy 
College, Albert Park Secondary College, Ghilgai 
Steiner School and Bendigo College.

We hosted Permaculture Yarra Valley for the 1 
year long Permaculture Design Certificate.

All Abilities group

Playground
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ecoss events 
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events  
hosted At ecoss

World-class performers in the Yarra Ranges  
at Stringmania Camp’s 

 
Saturday October 6th, 7.30 pm 

Yarra Valley ECOSS, 711 Old Warburton Rd, Wesburn 

 

Alasdair Fraser (Scotland) and Natalie Haas (USA) 
Jaron Freeman-Fox (Canada)  Simon Nyberg (Sweden) 

Kavisha Mazzella  Jingjing Lu (China) 

Dr Nicholas Ng – erhu  Rachel Johnston 

Greg Sheehan  Emily-Rose Sarkova 
The String Contingent 

 

www.trybooking.com/416696 
 

$20/$15/$45 family/under 10s free 
 

Enquiries 0402 442 511 
www.stringmaniacamp.com 

 
Supporting Warburton Fire Brigade 
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With AppreciAtion to our 
sponsors & pArtners
The Yarra Valley Op Shop

Beans and Bananas 

FRRR–Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal

Yarra Ranges Council

Permaculture Yarra Valley

Victorian Multicultural Commission

Australian Government Indigenous Government

Victorian Government DE:LP

Victorian State Government Education & Training

Cire Services

The Hugh Williamson Foundation

Warburton Yarra Junction Community Bank

Warburton Environment

Powershop

Yarra Valley Bee Group

Landcare Upper Yarra

Melbourne Water

Plastic Bag Free Warburton

Yarra Valley Signs

The Dreaming Space
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The Community Garden and 
All Abilities
The Community Garden is located in the heart 
of the property, and is the heart of informal 
connection and environmental participation.  
Participation this year has increased to over 25 
people every week, including several groups from 
Interchange Outer East, Wesley United, Yarra Valley 
Permaculture, and Cire Community School.  

Cire Community school along with Upper Yarra 
Secondary College students have built raised garden 
beds for standing and wheelchair height gardening.  
Catering for our groups with various disabilities.

All our participants in our education programs enjoy 
participating in our Composting Activites, and tasting 
the produce in the garden.  Seasonally we preserve 
our vegetables grown on site and we always include 
harvesting your own produce to cook with our 
Woodfired Pizzas when groups do this activity.

We have recently obtained a grant from Yarra Junction 
Opp Shop to install wheelchair accessible pathways 
which will be installed when the ground dries out.

We feel very proud of the inclusive space in the 
Community Garden and welcome new volunteers.

The Solar System
We now have a functional solar power system operating 
on the roof of the house/office.  This has enabled 
us to offer our co-locators reduced power bills, and 
also reduce our carbon footprint.  We are thankful to 
FRRR and Powershop for sponsoring this system.

We are currently one of 4 locations involved in a 
feasibility study to host a large solar farm at the 
rear of the property.  The feasibilty study includes 
assessing the re-roofing of the chicken sheds, in 
which we would be thrilled if we could get the shed 
roofs fixed and solar installed in this space.  

We should be made aware of the 
results by the end of the year.

environMent & sustAinAbilitY

Warburton Environment and Upper 
Yarra landcare
Warburton Environment is located in the office at 
Yarra Valley ECOSS. They are working towards the 
establishment of the Great Forest National Park in 
the Central Highlands, which includes protecting the 
State Forests visible and almost adjoining ECOSS;

They assist in running tours into the local forests, and 
have offered these tours as prizes at ECOSS events.  
They facilitate the Tall Trees activity in the ECOSS 
Education Program.  This is offered to school groups, 

Our on-going environmental and sustainable projects are our priority. All activities and training 
on site must have a sustainable element as we attempt to engage the community and all 
ECOSS visitors in working towards a greener future.

We support the Yarra Ranges Council Climate Emergency Declaration

With Sustainability at the CORE of everything we do on site.

Karina Doughty & 
giant Mountain Ash
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sharing stories and activities about our majestic 
Mountain Ash trees, endemic endangered species 
like Leadbeaters Possum and ecosystem services.

Warburton to Walhalla
Karina Doughty and Chelsea McNab have been working 
with Yarra Ranges Council paths and trails team, 
attempting to reopen the historical walking trail between 
Warburton and Walhalla.  They are the conduit between 
Yarra Ranges Council and community on this project.

Chelsea McNab received a Yarra Ranges Council 
Arts and Heritage Grant- (Auspiced by Yarra Valley 
ECOSS) to write the story of Dr Annie Yoffa, the first 
woman to walk from Warbuton to Walhalla alone in 
1929.  This included the writing of a theme song of Dr 
Annie Yoffas life, with the intention of the project to 
underpin the campaign to open this historical trail.  

The community of Walhalla are very supportive 
of the reopening of this historical trail.

Zero Waste- Insert photo from Ecotopia of no rubbish

We were extremely lucky that Neil and Jane Mitchell 
from Celebrate Mooroolbark Festival came and ran their 
stall ‘AWAY’.  They collected all the rubbish from the 
YRC bins on site during the day, separated the rubbish 
and calculated our carbon emissions created throughout 
the day.  We ended up with less than one standard 
shopping bag of rubbish created from the entire day.

Holy Fools donated their trailer this year, and we have 
applied for a few grants to fit out the trailer to house the 
whole Wash Against Waste kit.  It is being regularly used 
and has saved many thousands of items entering landfill.  
We have been working on a pricing scheme for the 
loan, and a model whereby ‘borrowers’ can utilise the 
model to get food vendors to pay for their use of the kit, 
undercutting the price of disposables and enabling us 
to re-invest into the kit for maintenance and upgrades. 

We are now charging our food vendors at events 
and slowly upgrading the kit whilst we await 
feedback on some of the grant applications. 

Some of the Borrowers of the kit this year have included: 

Healesville Music Festival

Little Yarra Steiner School Fair

Celebrate Mooroolbark Festival

PEACE Farm Tomato Festival

River Folk Festival

Ecotopia Earth Festival

ECOSS Spring Festival

Several Birthday Parties

Maxwell Primary School Fair

Greens Event in the Coop

West African Immersion

Yarra Valley Bee Group once per month and more…..

Wash Against Waste
Yarra Valley ECOSS still manages the Wash Against 
Waste kit, and uses it at all of our events.  We have 
maintained our record for Zero Waste for onsite events, 
and this year at Ecotopia we ran Wash Against Waste for 
the first time.  Bens Shed kindly allowed us to use their 
dishwasher, and volunteers kept up with the dishes.  

wash against Waste

The small bag Chelsea is holding is the amount 
of landfill that was created at Ecotopia 2019

environMent & sustAinAbilitY cont . . .
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the site
One of the major site developments which occurred 
this year was the construction of the 20-space car 
park which was enabled by a generous sponsorship 
from the Hugh Williamson Foundation. The car park 
will eventually be extended to provide parking for 
up to 40 cars. In the meantime it has made a big 
difference on site in terms of vehicle movement, 
bus parking and overall safety on site.

Another very significant project has given ECOSS a 
renewable energy source.  Thanks to assistance from 
the Powershop we now have a solar system on the 
cottage which is providing a substantial amount of the 
power needs of ECOSS. Julian Guess, our Yarra Ranges 
Council representative on Committee, was instrumental 
in seeing the solar project through to completion. 
He was tireless in his pursuit of quotes, funding and 
professional installers. A sign explaining how solar 
power works is also on the side of the cottage and 
forms part of the expanding environmental Education 
Trail on site. There has also been an exciting project 
in which indigenous signage in Woiwurrung language 
has been erected in many places throughout ECOSS. 

Landscaping and fruit tree planting and pruning has 
continued and some earlier plantings are starting to 
mature. The Silvertine Biodynamic Market Garden 
continues to flourish and provides a great deal of 
interest among students and visitors as well as providing 
local healthy food using sustainable practices. Recently 
funding has been obtained to renovate the wetland 

biofiltration system established by students from Cire 
Community School some years ago and water harvesting 
has been prioritised as an ECOSS ‘significant project’.

The Village Green is now a vibrant part of ECOSS 
and is the centre of many events. There is a 
permanent covered stage which will hopefully have 
power once finances allow and beside the Green 
is a children’s playground built by the current Cire 
students with natural and recycled materials. 

The disabled participants who attend ECOSS 
every week have created a beautiful fernery which 
has become a quiet contemplation space. Plans 
are also underway for a Food Forest/Bush Foods 
plantation. Permaculture students have put a lot of 
work into the design and it is hoped that finances 
will allow us to take this project to completion.

The ECOSS site covers 16 acres and it is therefore a 
huge job to manage, maintain and improve it. There 
are always many short-term plans and long-term 
projects on the drawing board. Working Bees are 
held regularly and, although we are always looking 
for volunteers to assist us in our efforts to manage 
the site, we are very grateful to the keen volunteers 
who regularly assist and also often inspire us to keep 
going. Particular thanks to the Site sub-committee of 
Ian Cuming, Josh Tucker, Ric Butler, Tom Neil, Mary-
Ellen Wallace-Smith, Peter Veeken, and Kellie Gee.

Mounting the Woiwurrung sign 
Ngurrak Yingaa - ‘Mountain Sing’
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Silvertine Farm:
Silvertine Farm at Ecoss is becoming quite a 
good market garden. We have recently put 
power to our shed and have moved our coolroom 
into place. The solar panels on the house 
roof will help provide for this power use. 

Last year our polytunnel was destroyed in heavy 
winds. Today I have been in our rebuilt new 
and improved tunnel caring for the tomatoes, 
capsicums, cucumbers and ginger.

After using quite a bit of mains water last year 
we have connected backup to the dam and are 
appreciating having this body of water to pump from. 

This is now our fourth season growing at Ecoss. 
It has been rewarding and Tobias and I are 
happy with what we have achieved so far.

Josh Tucker

A note FroM our co-locAtors 

tiny house 2 Go
The Tiny House 2 go team is continuing to manufacture 
tiny houses at ECOSS, providing opportunities for local 
trades people. The group has a particular interest in 
providing emergency housing and involving council 
and authorities to change planning laws to be able to 
increase availability and affordable housing options. 

Ric Butler

Kofi Kunkpe African Drumming Class
Kofi Kunkpe is running weekly African drumming 
classes at ECOSS on a Monday evening. This 
evolved after Kofi and The Yarra Valley Drummers 
performed at Ecotopia. The class is expanding with 
new beginners joining to create more performance 
opportunities at local community events. They 
are open to more participants joining them.

Yarra valley bee Group:
Yarra Valley Bee Group has consistently met on 
the last Sunday of the Month at ECOSS.  They 
have a formal MOU in place with ECOSS.  Yarra 
Valley Bee Group attract approx 90 members 
that regularly attend their meetings. 

They host hives at ECOSS that are included in 
the ECOSS Education Program.  They regularly 
attend ECOSS events, and offer important 
information and sell honey at ECOSS Events.

Josh and Tobias - 
Silvertine Farm

Yarra Valley Beekeepers

Kofi Kunkpe  
African Drumming Class

Tiny House 2 go



 | Annual Report 2019  24

Community Pottery Studio  
Yarra valley 
The Community Pottery Studio has gone from 
strength to strength.  They have run Clay Play at 
all of ECOSS major events this year.  Lucy’s wheel 
throwing classes and Dakini’s hand building classes 
have run consistently throughout the year.

The sweat lodge frames can be seen behind 
Silvertine BD Farm, and make an excellent 
addition to the Education Trail at ECOSS.

Warburton Environment, Landcare 
and upper Yarra landcare:
Kellie Gee and Anne Fitzpatrick from Landcare 
and Upper Yarra Landcare can be found in the 
second office at ECOSS.  With Karina Doughty 
from Warburton Environment in the 3rd Office.  
This makes for great collaborative hot desk 
opportunities to work together on various projects. 

ReLab and Plastic Bag Free Warbur-
ton:
Relab began the year in the Classroom near the 
Community Garden running weekly Upcycling 
workshops for the community.  Vickie Basdeo ran 
beautiful botanical eco-dying and other natural crafty 
workshops throughout the year.  She shared this room 
with Plastic Bag Free Warburton, before deciding to 
run workshops on a more occasional basis, handing 
over the use of the classroom to Cire Community 
School students for their programs at ECOSS. 

beans and bananas
The Silvertyne Biodynamic Market Garden located 
at the back on the property, is in its 3rd year of 
running and has expanded in the last twelve months 
to have a greater supply and new facilities. They 
now provide produce to local food markets and 
Beans and Bananas Food Co-op which is run on 
site, fortnightly. This cycle of food production to sale 
on site is a closed loop system, therefore reducing 
carbon emissions and increasing nutritional value.  
Beans and Bananas Food Co-op which is run on 
site, fortnightly. This cycle of food production to sale 
on site is a closed loop system, therefore reducing 
carbon emissions and increasing nutritional value. 

The studio building has upgraded as has the 
equipment, with help from Yarra Junction Opp Shop 
grant and Yarra Ranges Council quick grant.

The studio has host many valuable events 
including Wayapa Wuurrk wellbeing day, 
Childrens Week event, Ecotopia Earth Festival, 
ECOSS Spring Festival and more.

tonantzin sweat lodges:
Fernando and Antonia of Tonantzin regularly host 
Sweat Lodges and Cacao Ceremonies at the back 
of Yarra Valley ECOSS in traditional Mexican style.  
ECOSS are thrilled to help share healthy traditional 
practices, that nurture and educate the community.  

Community Pottery Studio

Tonantzin Sweat Lodges

Beans & Bananas
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for the year ended 30th June 2019
The Treasurer and Committee of Management members 
submit the financial report of Yarra Valley ECOSS 
Inc. for the financial year ended 30 June 2019.  

principal Activities 
The principal activities of the association 
during the financial year have not altered. 

Significant Changes 
No significant change in the nature of these 
activities occurred during the year. 

operating result 
The profit (loss) for 2018-19 amounted 
to $2,790.   In 2017-18: $-9,644   

Income from Grants, Partnerships, 
sponsorships & donations 
In 2018-19, Yarra Valley ECOSS obtained a total of 
$97,062 in grants, and $19,762 in donations and 
sponsorships from various sources.  We continue to 
receive generous ongoing support from our partner 
organisations, including Yarra Ranges Council, who 
supported us with the renewal of the annual partnership 
agreement funding until 2022. Also an annual partnership 
agreement and increased funding support for our 
Ecotopia Junction Festival until 2022. Upper Yarra 
Community Enterprise Limited (Bendigo Community 
Bank branches at Warburton and Yarra Junction), along 
with Cire Services Inc. also provided sponsorship for 
our 2019 Ecotopia Junction Festival. We were fortunate 
to receive $10,000 from FRRR (Foundation for Rural 
& Regional Renewal) and $20,000 from Powershop 
to help put solar panels on the roof of the house and 
offices. We received a number of other small to medium 
sized grants, which allowed us to undertake various 
worthwhile projects, activities and infrastructure.

highlights: 
September 2018:   Yarra Ranges Council – 
Partnership agreement funding 2018-19 ($15,000)

October 2018: Department of Education & Training:– 
Sponsorship for Childrens Week ($1,000)

October 2018: CIRE Services Inc: Sponsorship 
of the Earth Kids Clay Play Day ($250)

October 2018: Department of Communications and the 
Arts – Indigenous Languages and Arts Program ($10,000)

November 2018: Department of Premier 
and Cabinet: Ecotopia 2019 ($2,181)

November 2018: Yarra Ranges Council (on behalf 
of the State Government of Victoria) - 2009 
Black Saturday Bushfires Commemoration and 
Community Development Grants ($4.950)

December 2018: Yarra Ranges Council – 
Festival & Events sponsorship for the 2019 
Ecotopia Junction Festival ($12,000)

December 2018: Upper Yarra Community Enterprise 
Limited – Sponsorship of Ecotopia 2019 ($2,000)

January 2019: PowerShop Solar Project ($18,128)

February 2019: FRRR Community Futures Program 
– Project Development Officer ($20,000)

June 2019: Yarra Junction Op Shop – Donation ($1,500)

Rental income 
The Yarra Ranges Landcare Group, Upper Yarra 
Landcare and Silvertine Farm continued as tenants. 
The Yarra Valley Community Pottery Studio has 
established themselves at the end of the top chicken 
shed and is paying a regular monthly rental fee. Tiny 
House 2 Go continues to use a space on site. 

Regular users of our site were the Yarra Valley Bee 
Group, Permaculture Yarra Valley, Beans & Bananas 
Co-Op, Gustavo Drumming, Tipi Ceremony and Uniting 
(Wesley Mission). Many other one off users, both 
groups and individuals, used The Coop, our large 
multi-purpose space. This included the Maker’s Fair 
and Stringmania both successful events held at the 
end of 2018. School groups continued to use our site 
with Cire Services Inc. being a regular user for their 
school program and various schools including Mt 
Lilydale Mercy College, Mt Scopus Memorial College 

treAsurer’s report

Bernie Lobert
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and Ghilgai Steiner School, have brought groups to 
use the site. Our rental and school program activities 
brought in a combined income of $46,100 which was an 
increase of over $20K from the 2017-18 financial year.

Nursery & Shop income 
We no longer run a shop and have 
occasional income from our Native nursery 
activites. For 2018-19 this was $144. .

Auspicing 
We were able to auspice the following grants. 
This helped community organisations and 
individual community members, so they 
could run various activities and events. 

August 2018: Leanne Arvantakis-Hall 
- African Immersion  ($1,000)

January 2019: Chelsea McNab - 
EarthArtBeat Festival  ($9,000)

November 2018: Chelsea McNab - Dr. Annie 
Yoffa: Warburton to Walhalla  ($9,000)

Future income 
The ongoing financial aim of Yarra Valley ECOSS is to 
become financially sustainable. We hope to generate 
sufficient income from all our various activities to be able 
to pay our ongoing wages and operational expenses and 
undertake further projects and activities for the benefit of 
our community. Our focus for the coming financial year 
will be to increase our site rental income by attracting 
new tenants and undertaking innovative programs and 
activities. We will at some stage in the future reapply 
for DGR (Deductible Gift Recipient) status, which will 
give us greater access to funding opportunities.

Thank you again as always, to Catherine Aulich 
our bookkeeper, who has worked tirelessly and 
provided invaluable support throughout the year. 

Bernie Lobert  
Treasurer 
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Accruals Basis  Thursday, 21 November 2019 01:03 PM GMT+11   1/3

Yarra Valley ECOSS Inc.
PROFIT AND LOSS
July 2018 - June 2019

TOTAL

JUL 2018 - JUN 
2019

JUL 2017 - JUN 2018 
(PY)

CHANGE

Income

ECOSS Shop

Shop - Edible Plants 357 -357

Shop - Misc Sales 1,098 -1,098

Shop - Native Plants 144 843 -699

Unders/Overs 65 -65

Total ECOSS Shop 144 2,364 -2,220

Total Income A$144 A$2,364 A$ -2,220

Cost of Sales

less Stock on hand at 30 June 0 0 0

Written down value stock 4,703 4,703

Total less Stock on hand at 30 June 4,703 0 4,703

Native Plant Expenses 43 -43

Shop Expenses 427 -427

Total Cost of Sales A$4,703 A$471 A$4,233

GROSS PROFIT A$ -4,560 A$1,893 A$ -6,453

Other Income(Loss)

Bank Interest Income 269 209 61

Event Income 1,456 -1,456

Event - Income 6,901 3,245 3,656

Event - Stallholder Income 2,649 836 1,813

Total Event Income 9,550 5,537 4,013

Grants / Sponsorships

81200 Grants - General 21,936 27,583 -5,647

82046 Grant - Indigenous Languages & Arts Program 8,318 8,318

82048 Grant - Black Saturday Commemoration 4,208 4,208

82050 Grant - Andrews 2016 813 -813

82055 Grant - FRRR Youth Program Income 11,748 -11,748

82056 Grant - FRRR Chase the Sun 8,500 1,500 7,000

82057 Grant - FRRR PDO 20,000 20,000

82060 Grant - Hugh Williamson 15,972 16,937 -965

82065 Grant - DSS Income 2,003 -2,003

82070 Grant - Powershop Solar 18,128 18,128

82072 Grant - MW Biofiltration 253 -253

82200 Sponsorships 18,105 18,382 -277

82300 Donations 1,658 2,125 -468

Total Grants / Sponsorships 116,824 81,344 35,480

Membership Income 91 -91

Misc.  Income 5,967 3,811 2,156

Rental Income

Rental - Coop 5,182 1,841 3,341

Rental - Site 10,602 6,591 4,011

Total Rental Income 15,784 8,432 7,352

Schools Income 30,316 16,719 13,597

Work For the Dole Incentive 6,283 -6,283

Workshop Income 315 347 -32

Total Other Income(Loss) A$179,025 A$122,772 A$56,253

Expenses

Amenities 1,434 1,397 37
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Accruals Basis  Thursday, 21 November 2019 01:03 PM GMT+11   2/3

TOTAL

JUL 2018 - JUN 
2019

JUL 2017 - JUN 2018 
(PY)

CHANGE

Audit Expenses 550 950 -400

Bank Fees 83 64 20

Bank Fees Merchant 133 228 -95

Bookkeeping 10,788 10,740 48

Communications 1,484 1,431 53

Community Engagement Expenses 592 601 -9

Compliance & Registrations 108 235 -127

Computers/Software 81 81

Depreciation 4,118 3,932 186

Electricity 3,490 3,197 294

Employment Expenses

Annual Leave Expense 2,524 105 2,419

Subcontractors - Misc 825 825

Superannuation 3,739 5,027 -1,287

Superannuation - Events 390 390

Superannuation - FRRR PDO 718 718

Superannuation - ILG 57 57

Total Superannuation 4,904 5,027 -122

Wage expenses 45,727 57,908 -12,181

Wage - Events 4,106 4,106

Wage - FRRR PDO 7,560 7,560

Wage - ILG 1,200 1,200

Total Wage expenses 58,593 57,908 685

Total Employment Expenses 66,846 63,040 3,806

Event - Coordination 2,050 1,815 235

Event - General Expenses 3,551 2,985 566

Event - Performers 4,859 5,198 -339

Event - Signage/Marketing 1,292 1,763 -471

Gas 254 244 10

Insurance 1,700 1,592 108

Marketing 608 137 471

Miscellaneous 270 12 258

Office/Stationery Supplies 51 264 -212

Other Project Support Expenses 825 -825

Postage 118 115 3

Schools Program Expenses 4,033 2,083 1,950

Site - Maintenance & Repairs 6,972 4,412 2,560

Subscriptions/Memberships 339 388 -49

Travel Expenses 688 -688

Water 3,952 5,032 -1,080

WorkCover Insurance 1,047 1,570 -523

Workshop Expenses 150 146 4

YRC Council Fees 596 558 38

Total Expenses A$121,550 A$115,641 A$5,909

Other Expenses

Bad Debts 341 -341

BAS Roundoff Gain or Loss 0 -1 1

Grants Expenses 1,496 -1,496

91300 Grant - Heritage Garden 133 -133

92046 Grant - Indigenous Languages & Arts Expenses 6,860 6,860

92048 Grant - Black Saturday Commemoration 3,010 3,010

92050 Grant - Andrews Foundation 458 466 -8

92055 Grant - Youth Program Expenses 33 -33

92056 Grant - FRRR Chase the Sun Expenses 27,219 27,219

92060 Grant - Hugh Williamson 11,672 12,252 -580

92065 Grant - DSS Expenses 2,029 -2,029
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Accruals Basis  Thursday, 21 November 2019 01:03 PM GMT+11   3/3

TOTAL

JUL 2018 - JUN 
2019

JUL 2017 - JUN 2018 
(PY)

CHANGE

92072 Grant - MW Biofiltration 135 -135

94000 Small Grants/Donations Spent 906 1,582 -676

Total Grants Expenses 50,124 18,126 31,999

Work for the dole expenses 202 -202

Total Other Expenses A$50,125 A$18,668 A$31,457

NET EARNINGS A$2,790 A$ -9,644 A$12,434
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Accruals Basis  Thursday, 21 November 2019 01:03 PM GMT+11   1/2

Yarra Valley ECOSS Inc.
BALANCE SHEET
As of June 30, 2019

TOTAL

AS OF JUN 30, 2019 AS OF JUN 30, 2018 (PP)

Assets

Current Assets

Accounts receivable

Accounts Receivable 2,143 2,408

Total Accounts receivable A$2,143 A$2,408

BBL #0913 Chq Account 23,653 45,057

BBL #2784 Debit Card 308 609

BBL #3244 FRRR Disability Support 182 9

BBL #3269 Auspiced Grants 16,248 402

BBL #3277 Projects 2,894 972

BBL #3327 Aust Geo & ComGard 1,176 8,520

BBL #3335 Ecotoptia 1,293 2,067

BBL #3386 FRRR PDO 11,661 3,620

BBL #5329 GST Account 5,339 1,481

BBL #8879 DGR 1 1

Cash Float - Cash Sales 200 200

Petty Cash 364 172

Inventory 4,703 9,407

Total Current Assets A$70,165 A$74,925

Long-term assets

Leasehold Improvements

Accum Dep Leasehold Improv. -14,031 -11,622

Leasehold Improvements at cost 59,793 59,793

Total Leasehold Improvements 45,762 48,171

Nursery Plant/Equip

Accum Dep Plant & Equip -2,590 -2,228

Plant & Equip at cost 4,037 4,037

Total Nursery Plant/Equip 1,447 1,809

Office Equipment / Furniture

Accum Dep Office/Furniture -8,846 -8,122

Office equip/Furniture at Cost 11,017 8,617

Total Office Equipment / Furniture 2,171 494

Tractor / Farm Equipment

Accum Dep Farm Machinery -3,367 -2,743

Farm Machinery at Cost 5,863 5,863

Total Tractor / Farm Equipment 2,496 3,120

Total long-term assets 51,876 53,594

Total Assets A$122,041 A$128,519

Liabilities and shareholder's equity

Current liabilities:

Accounts payable

Accounts Payable 3,224 4,671

Total Accounts payable A$3,224 A$4,671

ATO Liabilities

ATO Integrated Client Account 3,146 1,700
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TOTAL

AS OF JUN 30, 2019 AS OF JUN 30, 2018 (PP)

GST Liabilities Payable -61 -194

Total ATO Liabilities 3,085 1,506

Payroll Liabilities

Provision for Annual Leave 4,360 1,836

Unpaid Superannuation 1,765 833

Total Payroll Liabilities 6,125 2,669

Total current liabilities A$12,434 A$8,846

Non-current liabilities:

Grants in advance 0 0

22041 Grants - YRC Pottery 2019 (Ausp) 500

22044 Grants - Dr Yoffa (Ausp) 8,100

22046 Grants - Indigenous Arts 182

22047 Grants - EarthArt (Ausp) 8,100

22048 Grants - Black Saturday Commemoration 1,176

22050 Grants - Andrews 2016 0 402

22056 Grants - FRRR Catching the Sun 0 8,500

22057 Grants - FRRR Project Manager Grant 11,661 0

22060 Grants - Hugh Williamson 2016 0 972

22061 Grants - Hugh Williamson 2018 0 30,000

22075 Grants - Pottery Studio 0 2,700

Total Grants in advance 29,718 42,575

Total non-current liabilities A$29,718 A$42,575

Shareholders' equity:

Net Income 2,790 -9,644

Equity

Association Equity 7,685 7,685

Total Equity 7,685 7,685

Retained Earnings 69,413 79,058

Total shareholders' equity A$79,888 A$77,098

Total liabilities and equity A$122,041 A$128,519
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